VAZHAKUNNAM AS A PROPAGATOR A\D INTERPRETER OF SRIMADBHAGAVATAM

It is interesting to note how Vazhakunnam was led to the seat
of Bhagavata propagandist. He had been influenced by the pen-
etrative Bhagavata discourse of Cheriya Koccunni Tampuran of
Kodungallur and that had deeply impressed him. Following a
twelve day long worship, Vazhakunnam was performing
pradakshina at the Srikrishna temple at Guruvayur. An elderly
bhakta approached him and asked certain doubts regarding the
meaning of two slokas of Bhagavata. Vazhakunnan who was then
near Lord Ayyappa's idol sat there itself and quenched the thirst
of the person. It was Nesseri Nambudiripad who had asked the
doubts. But as the explanation proceeded to about two hours, a
good number of devotees had joined him in getting enlightened in
the matter. Vazhakunnam was so much absorbed that he was not
aware of the crowded space or the prolonged time. The devo-
tees requested him many a time to bless them with Bhagavata
interpretations on a regular basis. Thus Vazhakunnam became
the sole example of a spiritual orator, installed by the people on
his venerable seat.7 His father Raman Atitiripad, whole heartedly
blessed him and persuaded him to proceed in the line. Once he
dissuaded his son from the service in his fatal bed asking him to
continue his Bhagavata services which would be beneficial to a
large number of people.8

7. Personal interview with Tattayoor Unni Nambudiripad, Direct
disciple ofVazhkunnam.

8. Taccappilli Govindamenon, op.cit. p. 161.
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